[The clinicopathological features of peripheral small-sized (2 cm or less) squamous cell carcinoma of the lung].
Recently the diagnosis of peripheral small-sized lung cancers has increased with the development of computed tomography. The vast majority of them are adenocarcinoma, whereas squamous cell carcinoma is rare. From 1981 to 2002, 1,054 patients underwent pulmonary resection for primary lung cancer in National Nishigunma Hospital. Among of them, 17 patients with peripheral small-sized (2 cm or less) squamous cell carcinoma underwent lobectomy and systemic nodal dissection were retrospectively reviewed. These were 15 men and 2 women, with a mean age of 68 years (range, 56-75). Regarding the pathologic stage, 15 patients were classified in stage IA, 1 in IIA, and 1 in IIIA. Among of them, only 1 patient with n 2 disease died of cancer at 17 months after surgery. Overall 5-year and 10-year survival rates of this disease were 84.4% and 73.8%, respectively. Based on the present data, we conclude that mediastinal nodal dissection would be unnecessary in the patients with peripheral small-sized squamous cell carcinoma of the lung.